348   EISTOBY OF BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA.

Babylon, by name Libil-Khigalla, had fallen into
a state of ruin. The clay from its banks had
slipped down into its channel until, in places at
least, its very course could not be traced. Nebu-
chadrezzar had it redug, and then walled up from
the bottom, This canal, in its rebuilding, was car-
ried beneath the great street of Ai-ibur-shabu, and
that made necessary a bridge to cany the street
over the sluggish waters. It would be interesting
to know the construction and the material of the
bridge, but the record is silent thereon. Nebu-
chadrezzar himself plainly considered this canal
work as worthy of especial note; to it he gave an
entire inscription,1 as he did not even to his great
wall, temple, and palace erections and adornments.
Babylonia was still a rainless land, and the build-
ers of canals were its chief benefactors.

The construction of temple, palace, canal, and
defenses of Babylon must have been spread over
a long series of years, though perhaps little was
done in regard to them until the chief of his wars
were over. Had Nebuchadrezzar done nothing
more for bis kingdom than thus to make his cap-
ital great, powerful, and beautiful, his claim to
fame in Babylonia would, from all oriental stand-
ards, have been good. It was of the very nature
of oriental monarchs in the ancient world to
plunder the whole kingdom that the capital
might be rich and worthy. This Nebuchadrezzar

1 Tills inscription is published I R. 52, No. 4, and translated by Winck-
ler, op. cit., pp. 60, 01